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WATER SAFETY

OVERVIEW

This user guide covers the use of Department for Education documents relating to ‘Water Safety’. The primary
document this user guide refers to is the Preschool Water Safety Procedure and replaces any site specific Water
Safety procedures.

INSTRUCTIONS

Leadership will:

Implement the DfE Preschool water safety procedure

Implement the DfE Risk management policy and risk management procedure for assessing program risks
and health and safety risk management

Develop and review this policy and ensure it is implemented throughout the site.

Ensure annual review of site-specific Risk Assessments for all water hazards (including the pond) as per
DfE “Preschool Water Safety Procedure” (updated 2024).

Ensure staff are familiar with emergency response protocols for water incidents, including CPR and
anaphylaxis management.

Maintain a record of all staff first aid qualifications, ensuring compliance with DfE standards.

Notify the Education Standards Board (ESB) within required timeframes for any water-related incident
meeting the criteria of a Serious Incident under Regulation 12.

Ensure facilitators for other programs are aware of the restrictions regarding use of the River outdoor yard
for various age groups (based on risk assessment for the pond).

Team Leaders will:

Ensure educators are aware of this policy and it is implemented in their room.

Reinforce with staff the importance of continuous, active supervision during any water play or near any
potential hazard.

Review room-specific supervision plans to ensure they clearly reflect how educators will manage areas
where water is present.

Ensure educators are aware of and follow the water safety policy and supervision requirements.

Educators will:

Ensure where water hazards are present, safety measures are in place. A water hazard is defined as
anything that can hold 3cm of water and fit a child’s nose and mouth.

Conduct daily environmental safety checks to identify and mitigate temporary water hazards (e.g.,
puddles, buckets, containers).

Use visual barriers and physical supervision zones to separate children from water hazards during outdoor
play setup and pack-up.

Ensure water containers are emptied when experiences are finished for the day.

Ensure wading/paddling pools or water play containers are emptied after each use and stored to prevent
the collection of water

Ensure ponds and water features that are not able to be adequately supervised at all times and/or pose an
unacceptable risk to children are guarded or effective barriers are in place

Ensure effective barriers are in place to prevent access by any child to any area that opens directly into a
fenced pool area.

Supervise water play and all activities involving water actively and constantly, implementing the DfE’s
active supervision model:

-Positioning: Stay close and maintain constant proximity to children when they are near or playing with
water.


http://www.decd.sa.gov.au/docs/documents/1/PreschoolWaterSafetyProce.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-procedures/preschool-water-safety-procedure.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-policies/risk-management-policy.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-procedures/risk-management-procedure
https://edi.sa.edu.au/hr/for-managers/health-and-safety/safety-management#title4
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-Scanning: Continuously observe all children and the entire water area; never turn your back or engage in
unrelated tasks.
-Listening: Remain alert to changes in children’s tone or behaviour that may indicate distress.
-Anticipating: Be proactive in identifying potential hazards and adjusting positioning or ratios as necessary.
-Engaging: Interact with children to extend learning and maintain awareness.

e Complete a Risk Management plan, when planning experiences or excursions based around water play or
areas with a potential drowning hazard.

o Ensure children are supervised if playing in the outdoor environment during or after rain. The environment
should also be checked for flooding or other water hazards after storms (see Inclement Weather Policy).

e Ensure they are positioned in the yard according to supervision plans.

o Ensure they are actively supervising children where there is access to any water hazard.

e Inthe River room, incorporate the pond into the outdoor supervision plan and the risk/benefit assessment for
the space.

o Ensure they follow the outlined safety strategies in the risk/benefit assessment for the pond.

Common water hazards include:
e Ponds and fountains.
e Wading or paddling pools.
e Buckets, tubs, and containers.
o Water troughs, sinks, or bathtubs.
o Water play tables or trays.
e Drainage pits and grates.
e Bird baths, fish tanks, or water bowls.
e Flooded sandpits or areas after heavy rain.
e Low-lying outdoor areas where water pools.

Response and Reporting:
¢ |nany water-related emergency, call 000 immediately and begin first aid (CPR if required).
e Notify Leadership as soon as possible.
e Leadership will report the incident to the Education Standards Board (ESB) via IRMS and ACECQA within
the regulatory timeframe.
e Conduct a debrief and review of supervision and risk management plans following any water-related
incident or near miss.

DfE References:
e Department for Education Preschool Water Safety Procedure (2024)
e Child Safe Environments Policy (2024)
e Children and Young People (Safety) Act 2017

Links to National Quality Standards:

Quality Area 2: Children’s Health and Safety

2.1.2 Health practices and procedures: Effective illness and injury management and hygiene practices are
promoted and implemented.

2.2.1 Supervision: At all times, reasonable precautions and adequate supervision ensure children are protected
from harm and hazard.

2.2.2 Incident and emergency management: Plans to effectively manage incidents and emergencies are
developed in consultation with relevant authorities, practised and implemented.
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Resources

e Drowning-Online-0619.pdf (kidsafesa.com.au)

e Safety Management

e Qutdoor Learning Environments Standard

e Camps and excursions

e Water safety for preschools

e ACECQA Water safety policy and procedure guidelines

EDUCATION AND CARE SERVICES NATIONAL LAW AND NATIONAL REGULATIONS

S.165 Offence to inadequately supervise children

S.167 Offence relating to protection of children from harm and hazards

S.174 Offence to fail to notify certain information to Regulatory Authority
100 Risk assessment must be conducted before an excursion
101 Conduct of risk assessment for excursions

102C(2)(g) | Supervision during transportation

102E Children embarking a means of transport- centre based service

102F Children disembarking a means of transport- centre based service
115 Premises designed to facilitate supervision
120 Educators who are under 18 to be supervised
121 Application of Division 3
122 Educators must be working directly with children to be included in ratios
123 Educator to child rations-Centre based services
126 Centre based services-general educator qualifications
132 Requirement for early childhood teacher- centre based services 25-59 children
133 Requirement for early childhood teacher- centre based services 60-80 children
134 Requirement for early childhood teacher- centre based services- more than 80

children

168 Education and care service must have policies and procedures
176 Time to notify certain circumstances to Regulatory Authorities
264 General qualifications for educators — Centre based
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https://kidsafesa.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Drowning-Online-0619.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/hr/for-managers/health-and-safety/safety-processes/safety-management
https://edi.sa.edu.au/library/document-library/controlled-standards/Outdoor-Learning-Environments-Standard.pdf
https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/school-preschool-and-fdc-admin/school-administration/camps-and-excursions
https://edi.sa.edu.au/operations-and-management/school-preschool-and-fdc-admin/preschool-and-early-childhood-management/water-safety-for-preschools
https://www.acecqa.gov.au/sites/default/files/2023-08/PolicyGuidelines_WaterSafety.pdf

