
 

 

 
 

 

 

Governing Council   

The Governing Council is a group of parents and staff who meet eight times a year to discuss the 

management of the site. They oversee discussion around changes to policies and procedures and 

some of the site's financial decisions. The meetings are always on Wednesdays and usually run from 

6:30pm to around 7:30pm. 

We are looking for people interested in joining the Council and being part of the governance 

process as representatives for families at the Centre. This is a great way to get involved and feel like 

your voice is heard during site decision making.  

If you would like to attend the Governing Council meeting as a guest, just to get an idea of how 

the meetings are run, the next meeting is Wednesday 23rd February from 6:30pm. This meeting will 

be conducted over Zoom due to current COVID restrictions. 

Please let the front desk know via email or phone if you would like to be part of the meeting.  
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Welcome to 2022! 

Well, the year has certainly been off to a strange 

start! Thank-you all for your patience and support 

as we refine our processes and procedures to 

address the ongoing impact of COVID-19.  

Even though there are many of you we have not 

met face-to-face yet, we hope you have had a 

few chances to speak with your child’s educators, 

ask some questions and begin to become a little 

more familiar with our site. We hope you will all be 

able to enter your children’s rooms soon – until 

then, we will share lots of your child’s adventures 

through documentation. We hope your children 

are sharing their stories about child care and 

Preschool with you too! 

If you have any questions about the Centre in 

general, please get in touch with us at any time.  

Once again, we would like to welcome you to 

Forbes and to Term 1. We are very excited to have 

you with us no matter what the year may bring. 

Regards, 

Ros, Amy and the Forbes team 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Forbes Children’s Centre 

80 Thomas Street 

SOUTH PLYMPTON SA 5038 
 

Tel: 8293 9000 
Fax: 83510470 

Email: 
Info.ForbesChildrensCentre854@schools.sa.edu.au 

 

 
 

 

Diary Dates: 

 

Governing Council Meeting: 

Wednesday 23rd February 6:30pm 

Adelaide Cup Day: Monday 14th 

March 

Harmony Day: Monday 21st March 

Governing Council Meeting: 

Wednesday 30th March, 6:30pm 

Last day of Term 1: Thursday 14th 

April 

Good Friday: Friday 16th April 

Term 2 Starts: Monday 2nd May 

 

Policy Updates: 

Policies can be found on the Centre’s website and in the red policy folder in the family hub (next to 

the River Room pockets). These policies are regularly updated and major policy changes will be sent 

to families in notes and/or via email. 

We expect to still be making regular changes to our COVID-19 policy as the year progresses – please 

keep an eye on your parent pocket and email for updates! 
 

 

mailto:Info.ForbesChildrensCentre854@schools.sa.edu.au


 What should be in my child’s bag? 

 A drink bottle and bottles of milk, if needed – 

(bottles of milk should be passed to staff on 

arrival) 

 Spare clothes, suitable for outdoor play in hot 

and cold weather and messy play. 

 Change of underwear, if toilet training and/or 

Pull-ups if your child requires these 

 Special comforter (blankie/ dummy etc).  

All items should be labelled with your child’s name 

so nothing special gets misplaced. 

Any medications should be handed to staff on 

arrival – we require medical paperwork to be 

completed for any medications given on-site. 

What can I leave at home? 

 Food. All meals and snacks are prepared by our 

trained chef, Mayumi. 

 Toys (except special comforters). We have lots 

of wonderful resources to play with and this 

ensures no favourite toys become lost or broken.  

If you have any questions about packing your 

child’s bag, please speak with the educators in 
your child’s room 

 

Let’s Stay in Touch! 

Every family has a parent pocket outside their 

child’s room with their name on it. If you have 

multiple children, your parent pocket will be 

outside your eldest child’s room. If you would prefer 

to receive correspondence by email, or you’ve 

updated your email address, please let admin 

know. 

We strongly recommend all families download 

KidsXap, the software we use for billing and 

correspondence. It can be found at 

play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.kidxa

pguardian for Android devices and 

itunes.apple.com/au/ app/kidsxap-guardian/ 

id1054647547?mt=8 for Apple devices. We will be 

using this app to send out documentation of your 

child’s learning – please speak with the staff in your 

child’s room for more information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STEM 
  
STEM is an acronym for science, technology, 

engineering, and math. Skills developed by 

students through STEM provide them with the 

foundation to succeed at school and beyond. 

young children learn through active exploration—

and the drive to observe, interact, discover, and 

explore is inherent in their development.  

 

During the earliest years, infants and toddlers 
develop 700 neural connections every second,” 
Buchter said. “These biologically driven 
neurological processes and natural curiosity of 
how the world works make early childhood an 
optimal time to introduce children to scientific 
inquiry.” 
 
 
What does STEM look like in Early Learning 

Settings? 

 

 Cooking activities  

 Nature walks 

 Challenging building activities 

 Grocery store exploring 

 Water play 

 

National Quality Framework | Quality Area 1:  

Educational Program and Practice  

 

1.1 The educational program enhances each child’s 

learning and development. 

1.2 Educators facilitate and extend each child’s 

learning and development. 

 

University of Nevada. (2020, January 15). The Issues: 

Why STEM Education Must Begin in Early Childhood 

Education 

 Retrieved from 

https://www.unlv.edu/news/article/issues-why-stem-

education-must-begin-early-childhood-education 

 

“From the beginning, children demonstrate they 
have a voice, know how to listen and want to be 
listened to by others.”  
- Professor Carla Rinaldi, internationally recognised 
leader in the Reggio Emilia approach and former South 
Australian Thinker-in-Residence. 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.kidxapguardian
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.kidxapguardian
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/kidsxap-guardian/id1054647547?mt=8
https://itunes.apple.com/au/app/kidsxap-guardian/id1054647547?mt=8


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE:  What parents should expect from early childhood education and care 

By Wendy Boyd, Senior Lecturer (School of Education), Southern Cross University 

 

Parents often have different expectations for their three- to five-year-old children when they attend 

an early learning centre. Some parents expect their child to engage in academic learning activities or 

“real learning”. Academic activities are associated with formal school-based learning such as writing, 

reading and knowing their numbers.  

Parents are reported to feel concerned if they visit their friend’s home and see their friend’s child 

brings home worksheets (for example dot-to-dot of their name, colouring in of Easter eggs, or other 

adult-directed products) from their early childhood centre. They may worry their child is being left 

behind because their child is “only playing” and not engaging in real learning.  

Other parents focus on their child being safe and secure in a stimulating environment where children 

make choices about what they will play. Such learning environments are supported by educators 

who are responsive to the child, and socially construct the child’s play.  

The tension lies between teacher-directed activities where children are perceived to be doing “real 

learning”, as opposed to children making choices to play according to their interests.  

So, what should three- to five-year-olds be learning? 

Developmental milestones provided by the Australian Children’s Early Childhood Quality Authority 

(ACECQA) state: “Children’s learning is ongoing and each child will progress towards the outcomes in 

different and equally meaningful ways.” 

This milestones checklist covers five domains of learning, which is linked to the curriculum and the 

National Quality Standards:  

1. physical  

2. social  

3. emotional  

4. cognitive 

5. language development. 

The checklist indicates what a child should be able to do by a certain age, and this is linked to the 

early childhood education curriculum. 

Research demonstrates children’s learning achievements are greater from play-based programs, 

which include activities such as block building, compared to early childhood programs that have an 

academic focus.  

The early childhood education curriculum emphasises the importance of play-based learning and 

research demonstrates children’s learning achievements are greater from play-based programs 

compared to early childhood programs that have an academic focus.  

When to worry 

According to the developmental milestones, parents should seek advice from a professional if their 

three- to five-year-old child: 

 is not understood by others 

 has speech fluency problems or stammering 

 is not playing with other children 

 is not able to have a conversation 

 is not able to go to the toilet or wash him/herself. 

Parent-teacher relationships are important 

Educators need to be able to explain their approach to children’s learning to parents at the outset of 

the child/family’s admission to the centre and reinforce this as children learn and develop.  

The curriculum and the National Quality Standards both focus on educators having “partnerships with 

families”. But if there is disagreement about what and how children should be learning, a partnership 

between the parents and teachers won’t develop and endure.  

Parents need to be continuously informed about the learning program in the centre. There needs to 

be alignment between parents’ expectation of what their child will learn in an early childhood centre, 

with the learning program provided, and the play-based approach a good one for the children. 

 

- This article was originally published on The Conversation on May 24 2018. The original link can 

be found here: theconversation.com/what-outcomes-parents-should-expect-from-early-

childhood-education-and-care-94731  
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