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FORBES CHILDREN’S CENTRE NEWSLETTER 

TERM 2 2020 

 

Term 2 is here! 
After a very long Term 1, we are back for Term 2. 

We hope you have all been able to stay safe 

and well during this strange time.  

Each day we are reviewing and revising our 

procedures as a site to ensure we are following 

the latest health advice from the Government 

and keeping children, staff and visitors safe.  

For families returning after the Preschool holidays, 

we know it will take a while to adjust to some of 

the changes we’ve made but we are here to 

help and ready to answer any questions you 

have. 

We will continue to send out regular updates via 

email and hope we can see you all back at the 

Centre in person very soon. 

 

Regards, 

Ros, Amy and Nat. 

 

“Some say it takes a village to raise a child. 
[We say]: it takes a backyard, a playground, 
a park.”  
Jaime Matyas, Former Executive VP and COO of 
America’s National Wildlife Federation 
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Diary Dates: 

Ramadan: Friday 24th April to 

Sunday 24th May (Eid ul Fitr) 

Mother’s Day: Sunday 10th May 

Governing Council Meeting: 

Wednesday 20th May 

National Sorry Day: Tuesday 26th 

May 

National Simultaneous Storytime: 

Wednesday 27th May 

Queen’s Birthday: Monday 8th June 

Governing Council Meeting: 

Wednesday 24th June 

International Mud Day: Monday 

29th June 

End of Term 2: Friday 3rd July 

NAIDOC Week:  Sunday 5th July to 

Saturday 11th July 

Beginning of Term 3: Monday 20th 

July 

Policy Updates: 

We have created some new policies to address all the advice we’ve received about COVID-19.  

Management of COVID-19 Policy: This policy tracks all the procedural changes we have adopted 

and the different measures and guidelines in place for site Leadership, staff and families. This policy 

is regularly updated and can be found on our website. 

Provision of Free Childcare Policy/Procedure: With many families looking to return to care in the 

new term, we have had to put a procedure in place to prioritise re-enrolments and requests for 

additional bookings. This document lays out the current process for requesting additional care and 

details around how we are prioritising and allocating vacancies. This document can be found on 

our website. 

Visitors to the site Procedure: To limit visitors to the site, we have a new procedure in place to track 

all visitors to the site and ensure they are following site hygiene measures. If you need to enter the 

site, please call ahead to make an appointment where possible. We will run through the procedure 

for visitors once you are on-site to keep it fresh in your mind. 
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Outdoor Play in Inclement Weather 

 The National Quality Standards require 

that we offer children the ability to 

engage in just as many outdoor 

learning experiences as indoor 

learning experiences all year round. As 

a Centre we believe in and promote 

the importance of children engaging 

with the natural environment and 

getting outside as often as possible.  

 

Fresh air, physical activity and 

exposure to vitamin D are important 

parts of staying healthy all year round 

for children.  In winter especially, with 

shorter days, children need time out in 

the sunshine. We are also aware that 

long periods inside where the rooms 

are warm, crowded and use recycled 

air in the heating system can lead to 

easier transmission of infectious 

diseases.  

 

During colder weather, we ensure staff 

pay close attention to our ‘Inclement 

Weather’ and ‘Water Safety’ policies 

to ensure they are safe after and 

during rain and storms. We also 

encourage you to send your child to 

care wearing layers including a warm 

jacket so they can adjust to different 

environments. Packing at least one 

spare set of clothes for wet weather or 

messy play is also necessary to ensure 

your child is warm all day.  You may 

also want to consider providing 

gumboots. 

 

If you have any questions, please 

speak to the educators in your child’s 

room. 
 

 

 

Find us on Facebook!  We often post flyers for 

community groups, site updates and other 

information. We can be found at facebook.com/ 

ForbesChildrensCentre 

 

Cold and flu season is almost here… 

With the current outbreak of COVID19, it is 

vital that you inform us if your child has any 

cold or flu symptoms. 

 

If your child is unwell and can’t make it to the 

Centre, please let us know. If you call before 

9:00am, you can leave a message with the 

name of your child, their room and why they 

are absent.  

After 9:00am, you can speak with one of our 

friendly administration staff.  

 

This is especially important if your child has 

any allergies or dietary requirements. With 

the high number of allergies and dietary 

requirements across the Centre, as well as 

the high number of meals being prepared, 

Mayumi needs to know if a child is attending 

so she can cater for this. 

 

We like to be able to track illnesses as they 

pop up and let other families know of any 

contagious illnesses or symptoms to look out 

for. This helps ensure the health and safety of 

all children at the site.   

 

We will also be continuing to send children 

home if they present with any symptoms of 

illness, especially respiratory illness symptoms 

such as fever, runny noses, cough, sneezing 

or body aches.  

 

Staying Connected…. 

With many families choosing to stay home as a precaution and with so many things changing 

each day, here are some ways you can keep updated on what’s happening at the Centre: 

Email: This is our main method of contacting families at the moment. If you have recently 

changed your email or would like correspondence to be sent to other guardians, please let 

admin know. 

Facebook: As well as Centre updates, we also share links to community services and advice 

from other Early Childhood professionals on our Facebook page.  

Website: This is where you will find all our policies and procedures updated regularly.  

Preschool Instagram: This has been set up for Preschool families to engage with and continue 

to learn from home. Please email admin or Amy for more information. 
 

 

facebook.com/ForbesChildrensCentre
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ARTICLE: Don’t worry, your child’s early learning doesn’t stop just because they’re not in 

childcare 

At childcare and preschool, children experience belonging to a community and engage 

actively with their learning. They also collaborate in groups, which helps them learn how to 

negotiate, listen and engage together. Learning in this sense is layered and complex in that 

children aren’t just taught knowledge, but participate in constructing it. And because of this, a 

child’s learning never stops. Even if your child has paused attending childcare or preschool due 

to COVID-19, they are still learning, every day and in every moment. 

Parents are the most important teachers 

Play is central to children’s learning experiences. It’s how they make meaning in their world, 

create, build and maintain relationships, and explore and engage with theories and questions. 

Early childhood teachers work with children to create daily moments of play that ignite wonder, 

inquiry and surprise. They do so by using ordinary moments – such as a group of children drawing 

a map of the community or a toddler reaching out to catch the rain – as the foundation for 

creating experiences that further children’s thinking and ideas. The children and teachers are co-

participants in the learning process. They collaborate to understand and make meaning of the 

relationships between each other, with the other children in the setting and with the 

environment. These same collaborations of meaning-making and discovery occur in families. 

Even the Early Years Learning Framework – the national guide for the early childhood curriculum 

– states that parents and families are “children’s first and most influential educators”. And 

research shows children’s development and learning never actually pauses. Children will still 

learn, grow and develop despite not attending preschool and childcare.  They will continue to 

make meaning of their world as they think, question and play at home, or as they walk with a 

parent, or eat breakfast with their family.  

Even ordinary negotiations with a child and parent can be learning experiences. Imagine your 

child wants to play with you while you are busy answering emails. Stopping for a moment and 

listening to your child’s request, then responding with a simple, “I can play with you in 15 

minutes”, offers an opportunity for the child to act with patience and empathy. 

Listening, collaboration and compromise are all part of this very ordinary moment and become 

how child and parent learn in relationship with each other and build knowledge together. 

A bag of things 

Your home is full of rich materials for children to explore and through which they can understand 

the world. 

For example, give young child a small bag and ask them to fill it with things like fallen leaves, old 

buttons, bottlecaps, string or small bits of paper. Then clear a space, empty the bag, and give 

the child time and space to play with the gathered materials.  

You might be immediately inclined to give your child a task or tell them what to do with the 

materials. But instead, wait and trust the child to find their own way. Slowness is part of the 

process. It gives children time to question: where did this button come from?; what happens 

when I stack these bottlecaps?; how can I use this string to create something else? 

 



 

 

 

 

Listen to what your child is saying and doing. Then see how you might support your child to think 

deeper about the materials. You may notice how your child is grouping the materials, so you 

could ask: “how are you deciding which items go together?” 

You can place some empty containers in the middle of the space as a response to grouping and 

see what happens.  

Spend time listening again and thinking about what your child is theorising during the grouping of 

materials. Is she grouping the objects into a particular shape, or by certain amounts? Perhaps 

your child will manipulate the shapes into a sculpture.  

In this shared example, categorising (making groups) moves to theory building (how items are 

grouped) to creating and building new knowledge (how items come together to create 

something new). 

You can keep this collection to play with later, showing your child how to recycle materials. 

You can find more ideas for what to do at home at Reggio Children 

Relationships with a place 

Learning happens in relationships – relationship with families, animals and insects, plants, oceans 

and mountains, pens, pencils, paper and paint, and places.  

Find a place close to your home you can visit regularly, like a nearby park. Help your children 

notice a tree’s bark, or follow the tree with their eyes from ground to sky. Get them to look at the 

things around them.  

What made you and them want to go to this place? Was it the colours, sounds, smells, 

memories? Who are the Traditional Custodians of the Land on which this place is located?  

Be slow in this place and help your children discover something new.  

 does the creek change after it rains?  

 do they see something new if they follow an ant?  

 do buildings make different shadows when it is sunny?  

In these complex times, these relationships are how we can empower children to understand 

and contribute to their new reality. 

You can find more ideas about building relationships with places in Out and About 

- This article was written by Jeanne Marie Iorio, who is a Senior Lecturer of Early Childhood 

Education at the University of Melbourne. This article was originally published by 
theconversation.com on April 20, 2020. 

https://www.reggiochildren.it/en/athomewiththereggioapproach/
https://www.goingoutandabout.net/activities-durig-covid19

