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FORBES CHILDREN’S CENTRE NEWSLETTER 

TERM 4 2019 

 

Welcome back for Term 4! 
Term 4 is always a little bittersweet as another year 

comes to a close and we say goodbye to our 

Preschool children. We wish you all the best at your new 

schools and hope you come and visit us and tell us 

about your adventures. 

Term 4 also means the start of summer and hotter 

weather. Putting on sunscreen every morning is part of 

our Centre’s arrival routine and we have sunscreen 

near the door of each room to help you and your child 

stay protected in the hot Australian sun. 

We have lots planned for such a short term and can’t 

wait to share what we explore as the season changes 

and the excitement of another year approaches! 

 

Regards, 

Ros, Amy and Nat. 

 

-- 

 

“The wider the range of possibilities we offer children, 
the more intense will be their motivations and the 
richer their experiences. We must widen the range of 
topics and goals, the types of situations we offer and 
their degree of structure, the kinds and combinations 
of resources and materials, and the possible 
interactions with things, peers, and adults”     
Loris Malaguzzi, founder of the Reggio Emilia approach 
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Diary Dates: 

Governing Council: Wed 30th October 

6:30pm 

Preschool Photos: Tues 5th November & 

Thurs 7th November 

National Outdoor Classroom Day: Thurs 

7th November 

Remembrance Day: Mon 11th November 

End of Year Celebration: Wednesday 

27th November 5:30 – 7:30pm 

Governing Council: Wed 4th December 

6:30pm 

Preschool Graduation: Tues 10th and 

Thurs 12th December 3:30 – 4:30pm 

End of Term 4: Fri 13th December 

Last day of care: Thurs 19th December  

Centre Re-opens: Mon 6th January 2020 

Beginning Term 1: Tues 28th January 

2020 

Community Events: 

Baby Bounce, Free, 9:30 – 10:00am, 

Thursdays during the school term, Park 

Holme Library, Phone 8375 6745 

Storytelling for Preschoolers, Free, 10:30 

– 11:15am, Thursdays during the school 

term, Park Holme Library, Phone 8375 

6745 

Policy Updates: 

 Skin Protection: Cancer Council Australia has checked our site skin protection policy to ensure it 

matches national guidelines and best practice. Take a look at our sun safety display in the parent hub 

for a copy of our site policy and some more information about how to stay safe as the weather heats 

up! 

 Water Safety: Term 4 is a great time for water play and we offer this in all spaces across the site. We 

encourage you to read our water safety policy and pack some spare clothes for care so children can 

engage in this type of play. 

 

All policies can be found in the Red folder in the Parent Hub and most are available on our website.  

We also often have policies to review next to the Red folder - Please keep an eye out in the Parent Hub 

to give your feedback! 

 

mailto:Info.ForbesChildrensCentre854@schools.sa.edu.au


Survey results 

Thank-you to everyone who completed our feedback survey! This feedback 

helps us decide on goals for the site and where we can focus on improving.  

Areas where families felt we were doing well included: 

 My child's educators make learning interesting and enjoyable. 

 My child enjoys coming to this room and feels safe at the Centre. 

 Children from all backgrounds and cultures are treated fairly in this 

room. 

 I am comfortable approaching staff to give feedback about the 

room and ask questions 

 I feel comfortable approaching administrative staff when needed. 

 

Areas highlighted for improvement included: 

 My child's educators clearly inform me about the learning program. 

 I am aware that the Centre is able to provide additional services for children and families that require 

them. 

 Administrative processes for the Centre are effective. 

 I am aware of resources I can access to take home.  
 

We will unpack this data further on both our whole site and Leadership planning days. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find us on Facebook!  We 

often post flyers for 

community groups, site 

updates and other 

information. We can be 

found at facebook.com/ 

ForbesChildrensCentre 

facebook.com/ForbesChildrensCentre
facebook.com/ForbesChildrensCentre


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ARTICLE: Play-based learning can set your child up for success at school and beyond 

As the new school year begins, many families are deciding where to enrol their child in preschool or 

school. Preschools and schools offer various approaches to early education, all promoting the benefits of 

their particular programs.  

One approach gaining momentum in the early years of primary school curriculum is play-based learning. 

Research shows play-based learning enhances children’s academic and developmental learning 

outcomes. It can also set your child up for success in the 21st century by teaching them relevant skills. 

What is play-based learning? 

Children are naturally motivated to play. A play-based program builds on this motivation, using play as a 

context for learning. In this context, children can explore, experiment, discover and solve problems in 

imaginative and playful ways.  

A play-based approach involves both child-initiated and teacher-supported learning. The teacher 

encourages children’s learning and inquiry through interactions that aim to stretch their thinking to higher 

levels.  

For example, while children are playing with blocks, a teacher can pose questions that encourage 

problem solving, prediction and hypothesising. The teacher can also bring the child’s awareness towards 

mathematics, science and literacy concepts, allowing them to engage with such concepts through 

hands-on learning.  

While further evidence is needed on cause and effect relationships between play and learning, research 

findings generally support the value of good quality play-based early years programs. 

 How does it compare to direct instruction? 

Play-based learning has traditionally been the educational approach implemented by teachers in 

Australian preschool programs. It underpins state and national government early learning frameworks.  

Research has shown the long-term benefits of high-quality play-based kindergarten programs, where 

children are exposed to learning and problem solving through self-initiated activities and teacher 

guidance.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

In contrast to play-based learning are teacher-centred approaches focused on instructing young 

children in basic academic skills. Although this more structured teaching and learning style is the 

traditional approach to primary school programs, research is emerging that play-based learning is more 

effective in primary school programs. In these recent studies, children’s learning outcomes are shown to 

be higher in a play-based program compared to children’s learning outcomes in direct-instruction 

approaches. 

Research has also identified young children in direct-instruction programs can experience negative 

effects. These include stress, decreased motivation for learning, and behaviour problems. This is 

particularly so for children who are not yet ready for more formal academic instruction.  

What can be gained through play-based programs? 

As with traditional approaches, play-based early years programs are focused on teaching and 

learning. In such programs, play can be in the form of free play (activity that is spontaneous and 

directed by the child), and guided play (also child-directed, but the teacher is involved in the activity 

as a co-player) with intentional teaching. Both have benefits for children’s learning. To capitalise on 

these benefits, an optimum play-based program will provide opportunities for both free play and 

guided play.  

Involvement in play stimulates a child’s drive for exploration and discovery. This motivates the child to 

gain mastery over their environment, promoting focus and concentration. It also enables the child to 

engage in the flexible and higher-level thinking processes deemed essential for the 21st century learner. 

These include inquiry processes of problem solving, analysing, evaluating, applying knowledge and 

creativity.  

Play also supports positive attitudes to learning. These include imagination, curiosity, enthusiasm, and 

persistence. The type of learning processes and skills fostered in play cannot be replicated through rote 

learning, where there is an emphasis on remembering facts.  

The inquiry-based nature of play is supported through the social interactions of teachers and children. 

Teachers take an active role in guiding children’s interactions in the play. Children are supported in 

developing social skills such as cooperation, sharing and responding to ideas, negotiating, and 

resolving conflicts.  

Teachers can also use children’s motivation and interest to explore concepts and ideas. In this way, 

children acquire and practice important academic skills and learning in a playful context.  

For example, research indicates the increased complexity of language and learning processes used by 

children in play-based programs is linked to important literacy skills. These include understanding the 

structure of words and the meanings of words.  

Another study found children’s vocabulary and ability to tell a story was higher in a play-based 

classroom than a traditional classroom.  

Teacher-led learning and direct instruction methods have their place in educational contexts. But the 

evidence also points to the benefits of quality play-based programs for our youngest learners. In play-

based programs, time spent in play is seen as important for learning, not as a reward for good 

behaviour. In such classrooms, children have greater, more active input into what and how they learn.  

Research shows play-based programs for young children can provide a strong basis for later success at 

school. They support the development of socially competent learners, able to face challenges and 

create solutions. 

-  Written by Natalie Robertson (Lecturer), Anne-Marie Morrissey (Senior Lecturer) and Elizabeth 

Rouse (Senior Lecturer) of Early Childhood Education at Deakin University. 

 

 This article was originally published on theconversation.com on February 22nd 2018. 

 


